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Representing Chaffey College Faculty In All Academic 
and Professional Matters

January 24, 2019

ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS

New Faculty Orientation (NFO) 
2018
Cindy Walker, Robin Witt, 
Dionne Henderson, and Misty 
Burruel facilitated the Fall 2018 
New Faculty Orientation (NFO). 

NFO aims to provide new 
faculty with support in their first 
semester at Chaffey, insight into 
Chaffey’s culture, values, history, 
and processes, a cohort of 

colleagues and friends that will continue throughout their 
career at Chaffey, learning of best practices for teaching 
and learning, strategies for creating culturally responsive 
and inclusive instructional environments, networking 
and resources at Chaffey, practical information needed 
to succeed at Chaffey, and engaging conversations and 
activities that promote a successful learning environment.

Each NFO faculty member is matched with a coach (a 
tenured faculty member) to support them through their 
first year. Coaches can help new faculty navigate the 
complex culture and processes of a community college, 
overcome the various stresses most faculty encounter 
in their first year of teaching full-time, and get feedback 
and insight regarding their interactions with students and 
other pedagogical issues. 
Likewise, new faculty 
members often inspire and 
energize their coaches 
with their fresh ideas, 
enthusiasm, and desire to 
grow, creating a mutually 
beneficial relationship.
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Women in STEM
Professor of Biology, Sandra Collins, organized a 
very successful Women in STEM event last semester. 
This was a two night event that included a showing 
of a documentary about Jane Goodall, and a panel 
discussion featuring several women at different stages 
of their careers in STEM. Panelists included: Krissy 
Dominguez, Ph.D. student, Department of Biology, 
UC Riverside; Christine Dorgan, Senior Manager - 
Corporate Citizenship, Environment and Conservation 

Assessments, Walt Disney Company; Dr. Stacey Finley, Assistant Professor of Biology 
Biomedical Engineering, USC; and Joy Haerens, Dean, Business and Applied Technology.
 

Students packed WH-142 for 
both events, and they received 
comments from several students 
about how interesting, important, 
and meaningful the movie and 
discussion were to them.  One 
particularly cute anecdote was 
that one student brought her 
six year old son with her to the 
documentary, and the next day he 
told his teacher that he was going 
to be just like Jane when he grew 
up. 
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CREATIVE WORKS 
AND PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS

ROBIN IKEDA
Full-Time Faculty, Biology
Math and Science

Biology professor Robin Ikeda attended the 2019 SABER West 
Conference at UC Irvine from 19 January-20 January. SABER 
is the Society for the Advancement of Biology Education 
Research. Biology education is undergoing a transformation, 
which is continuously tested and informed by research. 
Biology educators are thus increasingly called to engage in 
educational research. SABER exists to bring folks together who 
do, and aspire to do, such research. The conference was an 

formative opportunity to share and absorb ideas, and to develop methodological skills. 
The conference was preceded by an optional, all-day workshop, entitled “R for Novice 
Education Researchers,” which Ikeda also attended. R is a statistical programing language 
and platform which is freely available. R is increasingly used by professional scientists, 
and widely used by biology education researchers. Ikeda’s participation in the workshop 
and conference were supported by the Title III STEM Grant.

MARC R. MEYER, PhD
Full-Time Faculty, Anthropology
Social and Behavioral Sciences

Dr. Marc Meyer, Associate Professor Anthropology, published 
a new article in the journal Paleoanthropology.  This research 
article was conducted on fossils from South Africa, and has 
already received much media attention.  Professor Meyer’s 
work on the fossil was part of a collaboration with a team of 
international researchers, and is featured in a special edition 
of the journal.  Earlier work on the fossils by the team has 
been cited as possibly being one of the most important fossil 
discoveries of our time.  

http://paleoanthro.org/media/journal/content/PA20180156.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/19/health/australopithecus-sediba-human-history-scli-intl/index.html
http://paleoanthro.org/journal/volumes/2018/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/is-australopithecus-sediba-the-most-important-human-ancestor-discovery-ever/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/is-australopithecus-sediba-the-most-important-human-ancestor-discovery-ever/


Faculty Senate Board Report | January 2019
Page 
4

PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The following faculty shared that they are pursuing a degree or taking courses that will 
enhance their professional service and growth as educators.

BARON BROWN
Full-Time Faculty, Criminal Justice
Business & Applied Technology

Baron Brown has returned to school in pursuit of his Ed.D. He is 
attending Liberty University, specializing in Educational Leadership. 
He returned to school simply for “self-actualization,” and to develop 
more of the leadership skills that he has always tried to keep sharply 
honed.  Baron has been a faculty member at Chaffey College for 
13.5 years.

MISTY BURRUEL
Full-Time Faculty, Art
Visual and Performing Arts
 
Misty Burruel is in her second semester at the University of Redlands 
where she is pursuing her Doctorate in Leadership for Educational 
Justice. Courses she has taken include Foundations of Social Justice 
Leadership, Quantitative Research Methods, and Research to Practice 
Seminar with a focus on social justice, ethical, and legal issues in 
leadership. 

CARLOS M. MARTINEZ, J.D., D.B.A. (Candidate)
Part-Time Faculty, Real Estate
Business and Applied Technology

Carlos Martinez is retired at 71 years old. In order to expand his teaching opportunities, 
Carlos has enrolled in a Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) program with a 
concentration in management and entrepreneurship.  Carlos went back to school two 
years ago and earned a Masters in a Philosophical related field. 

CINDY WALKER
Full-Time Faculty, Faculty Success Center Facilitator

Cindy Walker has been attending Azusa Pacific University since 
June 2018 where she is pursuing her doctoral studies in Higher 
Education Leadership, Ed.D. program. Classes that she has 
taken so far include Critical Issues in Higher Education, Campus 
Ecology, Nature of Inquiry, and Guided Inquiry Project.


