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Course Description 

 
ESL 475

Uses primarily nonfiction texts 
to facilitate composition 
writing with the ultimate goal 
of writing an essay using 
sources. Prepares the student 
for English 1A and a variety of 
academic disciplines.  

CREDIT 

Graded:  A, A-, B+, etc

ESL 475 is a pre-college level writing and 
critical thinking course for ESL students.  

It is designed as the 6th level of ESL, but 
some students who have a lot of 
experience with English may go directly 
into ESL 475.  Those student might have 
completed high school in the US or 
extensive English classes outside of the 
country.  

Some students may feel that they are 
ready for English 1A instead. Students 
have the option of completing the 
placement process in English to see if 
they can go into English 1A. 

ESL 475 Level 6 Fundamentals of College Reading 
and Writing for ESL Students

ESL 652 Level 6 English as a Second Language, V

ESL 642 Level 4 English as a Second Language, IV

ESL 632 Level 3 English as a Second Language, III

ESL 62s Level 2 English as a Second Language, II

ESL 612 Level 1 English as a Second Language, I



ESL 475 Grammar 

 
Grammar Topics, LEVEL 6 

 

1. MLA Format, Essay Structure 

2. Grammar Review 551 

3. Review Run ons (avoiding them) (advanced) 

4. Transitions, Varying Sentences 

5. Sentence Structure Review 

6. Comma Rules, compound, introductory elements, lists 

7. Work Cited Pages 

8. Using Reliable Sources 

9. Critical Analysis of Sources 

10. Citing Appropriately and Introducing Sources 

11. Quoting, Summarizing and Not-Plagiarizing 

12. Review Comma Rules and learn commas for: in citations, non-essential elements 

13. Adjective Clauses 

 

Sample Early Writing Assignment – Write a paragraph based on your personal opinion related 

to a non-fiction reading from class.  (The teacher will check for accurate grammar from Levels 

1-5). 

 

Mid – Semester, At Home Writing Exercise: Write a 5- paragraph essay about a topic 

researched on the internet, using sources and correct MLA formatting for citations. Type, edit 

and reprint it as homework. Time limit – 3 weeks.  

 

Sample Final Exam, Writing / Grammar Portion: Outline an argument essay and write five 

paragraphs in class on a new topic in two hours. The essay should include a thesis, topic 

sentences and support for each body paragraph along with accurate grammar from the above list.  
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Essay #2, Final Draft 

Grow Up by Themselves 

With the development of globalization, the links between countries are closer than before. 

People begin to try to understand the culture of different countries. People start to understand the 

education situation in foreign countries. Some people choose to travel for a period of time in 

order to get in touch with diverse culture, so they can directly learn a new culture. For students, 

learning in other countries for a period of time will help them learn not only more knowledge 

than traveling abroad, but also understanding the impact of a different culture. In a new 

environment, students can learn some new knowledge that they will not know before. It is a good 

thing for high school students. Students should travel abroad for one semester in high school. 

My Opinion 

Students will be more independent when they go to a new country by themselves. When 

students travel abroad, nobody can help them cook food and clean rooms. Students need to do all 

the things by themselves. As Voigts said, “Your teen will be able to not only live anywhere, but 

thrive anywhere-able to handle problems large and small with a degree of self-confidence that 

can only be gained through experience.” In a new country, students need to take care of 

themselves. They will develop good studying and living habits. After students have this 

experience, they will consciously take care of their own lives, and they can urge themselves to 

study. 
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Students will learn about a new culture when they travel abroad. They can try different 

education. They can choose what kind of education is more suitable for themselves. Students can 

also learn a different tradition in a new country. It will help them a lot after they grow up. As 

Turner said, “You’ll see how young people in other countries live and study, you’ll learn about 

their interests and priorities, and you’ll realize that while life throughout the world certainly is 

different, there are also any similarities that untie people.” It is a wonderful thing if a student has 

some experience in a new culture. It is also a good memory in their life. They will have stronger 

environmental adaptability than others because they already had experience abroad.  

Counter Argument / Refutation 

There are people who think students will be sad if they are abroad. Students who travel 

abroad may feel lonely. They could feel afraid and nervous because students are far from their 

families. However, students can find new friends in a new school. Being with new friends can 

reduce their loneliness. They can also find a nice homestay, which makes students feel at home. 

Students can call their family. They can have a FaceTime with their families. At the end, 

students can gradually adapt to the new environment, and they can also make more friends. All 

of these can help foreign students relieve their homesickness. 

It would be a wonderful life experience if students travel abroad in high school. Students 

can learn a lot when they are studying in a new country. Students can learn to take care of 

themselves, and they can manage their own lives. It will be very helpful in their future life. They 

can also learn a new culture. This experience will enrich their lives. Perhaps their parents will be 

worried about their kids, but grow up always by themselves. Students may have to face some 

problems, but they will get mature faster than if they stay with their parents. So students should 

travel abroad in high school. 
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